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Even if schools which are detached from
parental control are not tyrannical, it may be
argued that they am educationally ineffective,
Schools can educate successfully, it is often
argued, only when they act in parnership with

parents. especially by encouraging  parent
involverment in the school, The detached-school
ideal seems to  neglect this  important
pedagogical point, | contend, however, that

while parent involvement iz wery important in
boosting students’ achievement, this does not
mean that paments most be given greater
control over or input into the aims and content
of the school. The available research
dernonstrates that parent involvement programs
generally work equally well when there is a gap
between the walues espoused by the school
and by the parents as when both school and
parents embrace the same educational values,

(@ The schools under parental control are educationally
ineffective.

@ The detached-school ideal appears to neglect the
importance of boosting students’ achievement.

@ It is argued that the school can educate successfully
through the partnership with the parents.

@ Parent involvement programs work well only when
both school and parents have the same educational
values.

Thiz all amounts to heightened activity and
noise levels, which have the potential to be
particularly serious for children experiencing
auditory function deficit,

< HEIM Oy

Hearing impairment or aouditory function deficit
in woung chidren can have a major impact on
their development of speech and
communication, resulting in a detrimental effect
on their ability to learn at school, This is likely
to hawve major consequences for the individual
and the population as a whole, @ The MNew
Zealand Ministry of Health has found from
research carried out ower two decades that
6-10% of children in that countrny are affected
by hearing loss, © A preliminary study in
Mew Zealand has shown that classroom noise
presents a major concern for teachers and
pupils, _® Modern teaching practices. the
organization of desks in the classroom. poor
classroom acoustics, and mechanical means of
ventilation such as air-conditioning units  all
contribute to the number of chidren unable to
comprebend the teacher’s woice, Education
researchers Melson  and  Soli have also
suggested that recent trends in learning often
involve collaborative  interaction  of  multiple
minds and tools as much as individual
possession of information, &
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